
  

Volume X, Issue 4 

April 2010  

First Presbyterian Church  

321 N. 5th Street  

Burlington, Iowa 52601  

CONNECTIONS  

 

 

 

 

 

 Strategic Plan Updateé..by Pat Whitmore, Moderator of the  

                Worship Committee 

Desired Condition Current Condition  

  

Explore ways to make our worship 

service more about God and not about 

us. 

  

  

  

The number of services was reduced from three to 

one with the emphasis that the service is about God 

rather than a convenience of individual desires.  

The service now starts with Gathering Music, 

Chimes and Prelude to transition us to the spirit of 

worship.  Music Meditation follows the sermon. 

Careful consideration is given to selection of pas-

tors/programs to serve on Sundays when the pastor 

is away in an effort to maintain attendance during 

these times. 

  

  

Intergenerational participation in all 

aspects of worship. 

  

  

Advent, Ash Wednesday service and Len-

ten candle lighting this year have all been 

intergenerational.  Youth have been inte-

grated into the choir and have played musi-

cal instruments and piano as a part of the 

worship service. 
  

  

All who God calls to our worship ser-

vice find us welcoming, loving and 

serving as we journey together in our 

faith. 

  

  

With one service, we know it is easier to tell who is 

new and efforts are made to welcome them.  It is 

also easier to know who has not attended for a 

while. 

The projector is used to portray the life and activi-

ties within our church to create a visual image of 

our vitality. 

  

Establish a task force to determine how 

best to ñEnergize for God,ò with repre-

sentation from the Session and session 

committees. 

  

  

  

  

This will be a large task with discussions initiated 

at the April Worship Committee meeting. 
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 Feature Articles 

FEATURED ARTICLES  
 

You may have noticed that Featured Articles, the index on this page, has a new look. 

The index is listed with hyper-links, which means when you hold down the Ctrl key and point 

your mouse arrow on the link, it will take you to the page you want to see without scrolling 

through all the pages.   

Ctrl + click  
On link above 



 As we enter April, we 

are met first with Maun-

dy Thursday (1 st), a day 

reminding us of humble 

service and love as well 

as friendsõ betrayal and 

denial. In that reminder 

we will be receiving the 

Last Supper through a 

Tenebrae service at 7 

p.m. We will darken the 

sanctuary to symbolize 

the events that lead up 

to and include the cruci-

fixion of Jesus. 
 

On Sunday (April 4 th) we 

will celebrate with 

Christians around the 

world His resurrection at 

9:30 a.m. We will have a 

glorious processional, 

special music and com-

munion to honor Jesusõ 

conquering of death, 

evil and sin.  
 

In between, we pause to 

remember the horrific 

events of Friday. Max 

Lucado, in He Chose the 

Nails, writes of one as-

pect of that day. The sol-

dierõs assignment was 

simple: Take the Naza-

rene to the hill and kill 

him. But they had another 

idea. They wanted to 

have some fun first. 

Strong, rested, armed 

soldiers encircled an ex-

hausted, nearly dead, 

Galilean carpenter and 

beat up on him. The 

scourging was command-

ed. The crucifixion was 

ordered. But who would 

draw pleasure out of spit-

ting on a half-dead man? 
 

Spitting isnõt intended to 

hurt the bodyñit canõt. 

Spitting is intended to de-

grade the soul, and it 

does. What were the sol-

diers doing? Were they 

not elevating themselves 

at the expense of anoth-

er? They felt big by mak-

ing Christ look small.  
 

Allow the spit of the sol-

diers to symbolize the 

filth in our hearts. And 

then observe what Jesus 

does with our filth. He 

carries it to the cross. 
 

Through the prophet he 

said, ôI did not hide my 

face from mocking and 

spittingõ (Isaiah 50:6). 

Mingled with his blood 

and sweat was the es-

sence of our sin. 
 

God could have deemed 

otherwise. In Godõs plan, 

Jesus was offered wine for 

his throat, so why not a 

towel for his face? Simon 

carried the cross of Jesus, 

but he didnõt mop the 

cheek of Jesus. Angels 

were a prayer away. 

Couldnõt they have taken 

the spittle away? 

They could have, but Je-

sus never commanded 

them to. For some reason, 

the One who chose the 

nails also chose the sali-

va. Along with the spear 

and the sponge of man, 

he bore the spit of man. 

The sinless One took on 

the face of a sinner so that 

we sinners could take on 

the face of a saint.  
 

We will continue to cele-

brate Easter the remain-

ing Sundays of April. On 

the 11th, we will also be 

hosting the Presbytery of 

East Iowaõs Art of Living 

Waters, both in the  

9:30 a.m. worship ser-

vice as well as during a 

reception and open 

house for the greater 

Burlington community 

from 1-3 p.m. Several of 

the artists in our midst 

will have works on dis-

play, including Jack  

Naylor, Ed Whitmore, 

Sue Sattler and Polly 

Rein. 
 

On the final Sunday of 

Easter (25th) we will be 

celebrating the teachers 

and parents in our 

church family.  

We hope you can join us. 

Jesus IS the reason for 

this season, too.   

 

 

Glimpses of Grace...by Deb Kinney 
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1st Presbyterian Church, Burlington, IA 
Minutes of session 3/15/2010 
Pastor Deb Miller-Kinney opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with prayer 
Elders present: Marcia Bailey, Curt Blom, Karen Dewey, Ted Francis, Mike Gorman, Sue Sattler, Becky Stensland, Ken 
Velharticky, Tom White, Pat Whitmore, Kevin Wittkamp 
 

Elders excused: Jim Elmer 
 

Guest Cindy Murphy presented additional details of the fund raiser she proposed, to be held during the Snake Alley Art 
Fair in June. A health permit from the DMC Health Dept is needed. She will check further if additional insurance, above 
the church policy, is needed. APPROVED holding this event. 
 

Kelly Osborn and Kevin Wittkamp reported on their attendance at a national youth leaders conference in Chicago. 
 

Kevin Wittkamp tendered his resignation from Session. 
 

Session Minutes APPROVED with changes. (Change projector screen, under Worship comments, to  
projectors and screen, add ònamesó after recipients, under Gifts and Memorials.) 
 

Committee Reports: RECEIVED 
    Comments: 

Trustee report: Sherwood Co. will install outdoor signs soon. Trustees are authorized to sign checks on a rotating 
basis. 

Nominating: Committee has met and is in process of calling prospective candidates. With the resignation of Kevin 
Wittkamp, the committee will nominate an additional Elder for a two-year term. 

Gifts and Memorials: Additional wording added to scholarship information to accommodate òpart timeó students con-
cerning dollar amount; also definition of òactive in the church.ó A formula has been devised for scholarship 
amounts. 

 

Clerkõs Report 
Letter from member of congregation was read stating concerns about the recent changes in making the newslet-

ter available to church members. Also addressing the use of disposables in the kitchen. It was decided the 
Congregational Life Committee would address this issue.   

 Items for Approval: (1) APPROVED the baptism of Levizen James Eipert, son of Cecelia Lewis and Levi Eipert 
on March 21, 2010. (2) APPROVED Kathy Graceyõs request to be placed on the inactive roles. 

 

New Business 
Ken Velharticky gave a presentation on the Christian Action Board, and asked for volunteers for this ecumenical 

board of directors. 
Becky Stensland, Moderator of Christian Education, requested that Session reconsider Worship and Sunday School 

times. This will be discussed at the next Session meeting. 
Next Session meeting: Moved to have no meeting in April, DEFEATED. 

Next Session meeting on April 26, APPROVED. 
 

Meeting closed with Prayer by Pastor Deb Kinney at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Polly Rein, Clerk 

 

Session Minuteséby  Polly Rein 
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At noon on Friday, March 19, thirteen youth and two adult leaders left for a two day conference in Chicago 
where teens were taught how to witness to their friends about their faith. 
 

   All of us were piled in one van for the nearly 4 hour trip. On the trip over we enjoyed both a marshmallow 
gun fight and a food fight all within the walls of our van. 
 

   The first evening of the conference consisted of music, rap, lessons, fun drama and part one of a two part 
play. The play was very intense as it depicted a young personõs letter from hell. The message to the youth was 
that there is no time to wait before sharing the good news of Godõs promise to their friends. 
 

   During the conference the youth used their cell phones to contact at least one friend to share their faith with. 
They wrote their sins or those things they felt were keeping them from God on a piece of paper. After carrying 
that in their pockets all day they then tore these up into tiny pieces and, with their heads bowed in prayer, their 
youth leaders came to each teen, whispered in their ear òYou are forgiven,ó collected those torn up òsinsó and 
dropped them at the foot of a cross. 
 

   It was very powerful to see 6,000 teens and their youth leaders jumping and praying without embarrassment. 
All of the youth say they will return next year and they will bring more friends. Thank you to the church for 
allowing First Presbyterian to be the church that leads so many youth to Christ. 

WHATõS HAPPENING IN APRIL? 
S.M.U.C.   6 -8 p.m.  

April 4 ð NO SMUC ð Easter Sunday 

11 ð Regular class 

17 ð Overnight trip to Pictured Rock for Youth 

Rally 

18ð NO SMUC ð just getting home from camp  

25 ð Regular class 

As always watch your email for changes.  

 

Sunday School   

5th grade ðHigh School   10:30 -11:15 a.m.  

 

DARE 2 SHARE 2010...Kathi Linn 
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 Dear Fellow Citizen,       10 March 2010 
òWe are in need of a few good men and women to serve on the Christian Action Board in Burling-
ton, Iowa.ó  
 

   What is Christian Action? It is a Section 501C3 tax exempt corporation. Christian Action was 
started by two local churches, Messiah Lutheran and Zion United Church of Christ in 1968 with the 
support of the First United Methodist and First United Presbyterian churches.  
 

   We help families become homeowners when they may not qualify for mortgages from traditional 
sources. Also, we are in the business of helping low/moderate income families live in decent hous-
ing. We have two programs. 
 

   Conventional Program - We buy a house, fix it up and rent it to a low to moderate income 
family. If they decide, they would rather buy the home we sell it to them by financing the purchase. 
 

   CROP Program - We fix up the house and provide gap financing in the purchase of homes 
for families of modest means. To ensure buyers have a financial stake in their homes, they must 
come up with a 3% downpayment. We can lend up to $25,000 to low/middle-income families to cov-
er loan costs, down payments, and repairs on a home to be purchased. These loans become a 2nd 
mortgage with the bankõs loan becoming the 1st mortgage. However our loan becomes forgivable  
after 20 years if the families make their payments.  
 

   As a Board member you would come to monthly meetings, review client applications, make deci-
sions on applications and be a supportive friend by talking to clients who are having difficultly 
making payments. 
 

   If you like working with people and helping others make their way, then think about joining us. 

Interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church? Do you have a desire to find out what 
it means to become a member? Are you ready to join FPC? Pastor Deb will be conducting an In-
quirers/New Members class Saturday, May 1st from 9 a.m. to noon.  Attending these classes does 
not require you to join; you are welcome to just come and learn about the church, its programs and 
staff and what being Presbyterian is all about.  
    
 Those desiring to join will meet with Session members at the May Session meeting on the 17th at 
7:30 p.m. New members will then be received on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. 
  

   If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Deb. Classes will be held in 
her office, off Fellowship Hall. Please call Sandy Morrison in the church office by April 28th to con-
firm your desire to attend. 

CHRISTIAN ACTION BOARD...by Ken Velharticky, Chairman 
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New Member Class 



 

Yum - Yum 
Itõs Tasty - Itõs Fun 

The next dining out experience will be April 15.  Meet us  

at the church at 6:00 p.m.   We will be going to the bright  

pink building in Lomax (federal regulations prohibit the  

naming of the restaurant in the newsletter).  

 Join us for good food and OUTSTANDING conversation! 

Please call: Mike or Toddy Gorman at 319 -208-0842, it helps 

them to make the reservations. You can also e -mail them at  

tgorm@gmail.com .  

 

 Teacher/Parent Recognition 

During the church service, on Sunday, April 25  

we will thank the teachers and parents of those 

children and youth who are so active in our 

church.  

Please help us honor these caring people.  

PW News 
April 7:  Circle 9:45 a.m. at the church; Hostess 

is Brenda  

 Frederick  

 Co-hostesses:   Marilyn Malcom  

    Martha Hancock  

 Study Leader:   Nancy Lazenby  

 

 

 

The Birthday Offering is coming in May.  

Dear Ladies of FPC, 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks for everything you 

did to make our family and friends and neighbors feel wel-

come and taken care of at the church after our mother/grand -

motherõs funeral. 

   Avis loved her church, her friends and her neighbors and it is 

certainly easy to see why.  You are all such kind, generous  

People--each and every one of you.  

   Thank you to all from the bottom of our 

hearts, 

 The family of Avis Long  

Can You Help?? 
Last summer we had a clean-out and work-

dayé some items were set out in the fellowship 

hall.  One of these items was a drum set.  

If you have it or know where it is, please call 

the church office.  752 -6626. Thank you. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
Women of the church, girl friends, neighbors and gal relatives, join us on May 15. The 

Congregational Life Committee is planning a great dinner, musical entertainment, interest-

ing door prizes and lots of good conversation. 

      Weôll meet in Fellowship Hall about 6:00 that evening, start with dinner and well, who 

knows what will happen after that! Dinner will be about $7.00 for adults and $3.50 for those 

under 12. 

   This is a great time to invite all your girl friends, and aunts, cousins, mothers, daughters, 

mothers-in-law, daughters-in-law and any other women you would like to bring. Join us for a fun evening of 

food, music, fun door prizes and a really good time. Sign up in Fellowship Hall after Easter, or call the church 

office. We have to know how many to expect by May 11. See you then! 

 The Congregational Life Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Connections  
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Dear FPC Congregation, 

Thank you so much for the donation of Valentineôs Day cards, 

activities, and candy for patients at the U Of Iowa Childrenôs 

Hospital.  This gift will help to bring fun and sense of  ñnormalò 

to the hospital setting for our children. 

   Thank you for being part of our caring team! 
 

Gwen Senio, Mgr. 

Child Life Program 

University of Iowa Childrenôs Hospital 

 

 



April 1  ............................  Janice Kemp 

April 2  .........................  Marion Shaffer  

April 3  ..............................  Nick Logan  

 ................................ ........  Tom Russell 

 ................................ ... Julie Schulthies 

April 4  .........................  Dal Thompson 

April 6  ......................  Claudine Capps  

 ................................ .... Sundi Simpson 

April 7  ..........................  Jeanne Friday 

April 9  ..................  Jessica McCormick  

April 10  ......................  Charles Hanson 

 ................................ ..........  Pat Shaffer 

April 12  ..............  Shelley Hohenthaner  

 ................................ . Harrison Murray  

April 13  ............................  Charles Bell  

 ................................ ........  Ted Francis 

April 16  ................................  Sally Bell 

 ................................ . Thomas Clayton  

April 17  ...............................  Lee Parks 

April 18  .............................  Scott Eibes 

April 19  ...............................  Joe Sattler 

April 23  ........................  Lola Eberhard  

 ................................  Tosh Velharticky  

April 24  ....................... Bruce Morrison  

April 25  ............................  Pat Saldeen 

April 26  ..................  Colleen Wittkamp  

April 27  ........................  Alisha Buckles  

 ................................ .. Ruth DeGrange 

April 28  .......................  Nancy Lazenby  

April 30  .............  Geniece Repertinger  

  

USHERS... 

Apr. 4:  *Dick Fischer, Dennis Daedlow, Jim French, Chuck Hanson, Bruce  

  Morrison  

Apr. 11:  *Curt Blom, Rex Beetner, Bob Cameron, Ken Newton, Kevin Wittkamp  

Apr. 18:  Barb Garcia, Javier Garcia, Vernave Garcia, Caleb Hemphill,  

  Mackenzie Osborn, Julie Schulthies, Andrew Wells, Brian Wells  

Apr. 25:  *Mr. Shirley Webster, Craig Gilchrist, Elmer Johansmeier, Lee Parks, 

 Marion Shaffer  

  

GREETERSé    LITURGISTSé. 

Apr. 4:  Bonnie White, Terri Huddleston  April 4:    Randy Kinney  

Apr. 11:  Linda Tickel, Jean Miller   April 11:  Pat Shaffer 

Apr. 18:  Claudine Capps,   April 18:    Pat Whitmore  

 Geniece Repertinger   April 25:  Wilma Hemphill  

Apr. 25:  Polly Rein, Claudine Capps  

   

ELDERS: Marcia Bailey , Curtis Blom, Karen Dewey, Jim Elmer, Ted Francis, Mike 

Gorman, Sue Sattler, Becky Stensland, Ken Velharticky, Tom White, Pat 

Whitmore and Kevin Wittkamp. Polly Rein (clerk of session).  

  

DEACONS: Betty Cameron, Bob Cameron, Toddy Gorman, Jo Hamilton, Chuck 

Hanson, Lou Harter, Elmer Johansmeier, Mary McAllister, Jill Mehaffy -Nalley, 

Penny Rucker, Linda Tickel and Colleen Wittkamp.   

  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: Bill Carter, Dick Fischer, Tom Murphy (Vice President), 

Craig Osborn (Treasurer), Ken Velharticky (Secretary), Kevin Wittkamp 

(President).  

  

COMMITTEE MODERATORS: 

Christian Education:  Becky Stensland          Property:  Kevin Wittkamp  

Congregational Life:  Polly Rein/          Welcoming:  Tom White  

   Claudine Capps          Endowment:  Don Krekel  

Deacons: Bob & Betty Cameron         Worship:  Pat Whitmore   

Mission:   Curtis Blom           Memorial:  Karen Dewey  

Personnel:  Ted Francis          Scholarship:  Karen Dewey  

Treasurer:  Craig Osborn    

Stewardship:  Jim Elmer 

 Serving You... 
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BECAUSE WE CARE 

Spring Road Clean -up will be Sat-

urday, April 17.  We will begin at 

9:00 a.m. and should finish 

around 11:30.  Any able -bodied 

person over the age of 14 is wel-

come to take part in this semi -

annual event.  

   We will meet at the Nazarene 

Church, located at the intersec-

tion of Rt. 61 and Mason Road.  A 

sign-up sheet will be on the coun-

ter in Fellowship Hall.   The more 

people who help, the less work 

for each individual.  

   Carl Boley  

The Scholarship Committee of 1st Presbyterian 

Church would like to announce that the following students 

have met criteria and will be awarded scholarships from 1st 

Presbyterian Church and Faith Presbyterian Church:  

 

Elizabeth Abramsohn, Tyler Buckles, Kady Dewey, 

Scott Eibes, Craig Francis, and Lauren Huddleston  

 

   The committee wishes these students good luck in their 

educational endeavors.  

     Karen Dewey, Moderator 



 

 

 

Art o
f 

the 

Living 

Water 
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