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CONNECTIONS  

     The current Christian 

Education committee is 

made up of a cross sec-

tion of active members 

in our congregation.  

The committee has a sin-

cere desire to provide 

the best possible Chris-

tian education experi-

ence for our congrega-

tion.  With many main 

line congregations dis-

continuing a Sunday 

morning youth program 

we have remained com-

mitted to providing Sun-

day morning educational 

opportunities to our 

younger members.  As a 

result we have asked 

that the time of our wor-

ship be moved back one 

half hour to allow Sunday 

school to be held before 

our Sunday morning 

worship time.   

      In order to connect 

with local school chil-

dren we offer both a Sun-

day night program for 

middle and high school 

aged children and a 

Wednesday night Youth 

Club for the elementary 

children.  Both programs 

have participants that 

are not from our congre-

gation and it is a way to 

reach out to families that 

do not have a church 

home.  The Sunday 

evening program for the 

middle and high school 

aged members has extend-

ed its activities beyond the 

end of the regular school 

year.   

      One area in need of 

improvement is in the of-

fering of Sunday morning 

Christian education oppor-

tunities for our adult mem-

bers.  Currently Pastor 

Deb Kinney offers mid 

week Bible Studies for 

adults and we have offered 

Wednesday night adult 

classes throughout the 

year on a short term basis.  

Adult Sunday school is an 

area the committee will 

address in the near future.  

        

Christian Education Strategic Plan Progress Report...by  

       Becky Stensland, Moderator  

 

Starting with the kick -off for our new Fall season on Sunday, September 12, 

2010, Sunday school will be from 9:00 -9:45 am with our worship service at 

10:00 am .   This change is the direct result of the desire of the congregation 

as expressed in their response to the Sessionõs letter asking for preferences. 

The Session thanks you for all the replies received as a result of the letter 

sent out regarding the time change for our worship service. Many people in 

the congregation did not answer the original questionnaire because they did 

not have Sunday school age children. In keeping with our effort to be more 

inclusive in our decisions, the session felt the need to send out the follow -up 

letter. Both the Worship Committee and the Session will be addressing, at a 

later date, the additional comments received.  

 

Responses from Questionnaire:  51  (41 yes/change, 10 no/change)  

 

Responses from Letter:         71 (59 yes/change, 12 no/change)  
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Desired Condition  Current Condition  

Develop charter and programs that outline the  
vision of the church and encourages congregation  

participation  

Past and new missions listed below are being  
actively participated in by the congregation  

while the church vision is a work in progress. 

Communicate regularly with the congregation  
regarding these ministries  

Depending on the mission, communication has  
been by Sunday bulletin, First News, monthly  

Connections, and Sunday service. 

Establish a minimum goal of 10% of our working  
budget goes toward missions, with an additional 

goal of increasing pledge income from year to year 

Currently 13% of the church budget is designated  
for mission work; 5% of this amount comes from  

endowments, leaving 8% supplied by pledges. 

Establish general criteria for mission related  
scholarships 

General criteria has been created to support youth 
scholarships for mission trips.  

Provide a mix of local, regional, national and  
international missions  

 

Mission support is divided into two categories as  
shown below with 60% of mission budget for  
projects receiving essentially direct financial  
support only and 40% of mission budget for  

projects receiving financial support and direct  
participation by members of the congregation.  

    

                    Financial Support Only  
 

Local               Domestic Violence Shelter 
         Homeless Shelter 

 Hope Haven 
Local Aid 

    Local Missions 
SEICO 

  Young House 

Financial Support & Congregation Participation  
 

Angel / Cozy Tree 
Boomerang Backpacks 

Come to Church with a Can 
Flood Relief - Gulfport  

Hope Haven B-Day Party 
SMUC - Kids Against Hunger 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

    

Regional              Camp Wyoming 
                                    Flood Relief - Cedar Rapids 

Bone Marrow Christmas Gifts  
Treasure Chest Gifts 

    

      National  Mars Hill mission trip  

    

International         Haiti Disaster Relief  
                                One Laptop per Child 

                                Q Drum (water transport)  
                                Sunday School - Heifer Project  
                                S.W.I.M. (water purification)    

    

    

    

    



 

 

 

     

             Percent  

  Budget  Actual  Variance  of Budget  

     

Income      

          

Offerings 246,550.00  112,500.75 134,049.25 45.6% 

Investment 
Income 48,400.00  18,245.24 30,154.76 37.7% 

Miscellaneous 
Income 5,600.00  748.88 4,851.12 13.4% 

Congregation-
al Life 2,300.00  1,366.79 933.21 59.4% 

Christian Edu-
cation 3,950.00  2,138.02 1,811.98 54.1% 

          

          

Total Income  306,800.00  134,999.68 171,800.32 44.0% 

        

     

Expenses      

     

Personnel 157,942.00  67,717.00 90,225.00 42.9% 

Christian Edu-
cation 16,650.00  5,777.84 10,872.16 34.7% 

Congregation-
al Life 10,600.00  2,552.91 8,047.09 24.1% 

Deacons 920.00  201.56 718.44 21.9% 

Mission 41,950.00  13,777.72 28,172.28 32.8% 

Property 60,450.00  22,009.80 38,440.20 36.4% 

Finance 18,502.00  7,992.79 10,509.21 43.2% 

Worship 4,570.00  1,529.22 3,040.78 33.5% 

Welcoming 
Committee 9,055.00  1,584.17 7,470.83 17.5% 

          

Total Ex-

penses  320,639.00  123,143.01 197,495.99 38.4% 

     

     

Differential   11,856.67   

     

 
Statement of Income & Expense  

June 30, 2010   
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Apple Dumpling 

 

2 Granny Smith apples 

2 tubes crescent rolls 

1 1/2 cups sugar 

2 sticks butter 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

12 oz. Mountain Dew soda 

 

Peel apples and cut in eight sections. Wrap each section in a crescent 

roll. Place in baking dish. Mix butter (melted), sugar and cinnamon and 

pour over the dumplings. Then pour Mountain Dew over everything. 

Bake for 45 minutes at 350° F. 

 

This recipe is from Ladiesô Night Out and provided by Cindy Murphy.  

If you have a favorite recipe you would like to contribute or are look-

ing for a recipe, call the office at 752-6626 and we will try to find it 

and publish it here. 

Project: CRAYON  

The major sponsor  for 2010 is F&M Bank & Trust in support of elementary schools in Burlington, West Burlington, Mt. 

Pleasant and Mediapolis.   This project is in full swing and ends August 6.   Please consider supporting this need as we 

have in the past through a check payable to Project Crayon or by purchasing schools supplies from the list below:  

 #2 lead pencils  Fiskar scissors  Plain Pocket Folders  
3 Ring Binder  Glue Sticks  Post-it Notes 
Baby Wipes  Hand Sanitizer  Prang Watercolors 
Backpacks  Highlighters  Red Checking Pencils 
Band-Aids  Index Cards  Rulers  
Blank CDs  Kleenex   Stickers 
Clorox Wipes  Legal Pads  Temper Paint 
Construction Paper  Napkins   Wide Lined Loose Leaf Notebook Paper 
Crayola Crayons  Pencil Boxes  Wide Lined Spiral Notebooks 
Dry Erase Markers  Pens   Ziploc bags 

Elmers Glue  Pink erasers  Zipper  Pencil  Pouch 

 

Vacation Bible School...Romping in the Rain Forest 



 

 

*1st Presbyterian Church, Burlington, IA  

Minutes of session 5/17/2010 

Pastor Deb Kinney opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with prayer 
 

Elders present: Marcia Bailey, Curtis Blom, Karen Dewey, Jim Elmer, Ted Francis, Mike Gorman, Sue Sattler, Becky 

Stensland, Tom White, Pat Whitmore, Kevin Wittkamp 
 

Elders excused: Ken Velharticky 
 

New Members Nancy Beetner, Carrie Blom, Kraig Lunsman, Deb Scott, Mark Scott and Kay West were examined by Session 

members.  
 

COM Triennial Visit : Kitch Shatzer, representative from Presbytery and pastor at Ainsworth was present for the third year vis-

it for Presbyteryôs ñHealth Checkupò of our church. She asked what the most exciting thing we are doing; some answers includ-

ed all-church fund raiser, golf outing, small groups, mission trip, our ad campaign, youth/S.M.U.C., mission Boomerang Back-

pack program. The next question wasô what are our biggest challenges?ô; answers included our aging building, aging congrega-

tion, and lack of interest in some events. She asked what our mission projects included; answers were Boomerang Backpacks, 

intergenerational mission trip, Heifer Project, laptops. (She suggested we select a particular church to set up a ñmission partner-

shipò with.) Then Kitch asked how Presbytery could help us; responses included questions about availability of media and ma-

terials, Presbytery visits to local churches. She commented on the letter we received asking for funds for closing churches and 

the property upkeep, and said monies for Synod/Presbytery have leveled off and are not keeping up with demand. There was no 

response to her final question concerning any major problems we might have. 
 

Janelle Wells/Fundraiser: Janelle Wells told Session members the details of the fundraiser hot dog lunch she wants to hold 

after the Steamboat Days parade on June 19. The purpose is to raise money for mission trip participants. Funding is from Mis-

sion Committee, who also approved the project. During the discussion, it was noted the Christian Education Committee has 

money available in their budget to help participants. Lunch project was APPROVED. 
 

Session Minutes APPROVED with changes. (Ted Francis commented was there was no vote necessary for Debôs vacation.) 
 

Committee Reports: RECEIVED 

 Comments: 

Christian Education: CE and Worship met and prepared a survey letter, which will be sent by email and as a bulletin in-

sert. 

Scholarship: Seniors graduating also received $1000 scholarships anonymously for books, computers or other school-

related expenses. 

Worship: Discusses alternative plan to move SS time but not worship time; this was not accepted by CE Committee. Wor-

ship agreed to send survey. 
 

Trustees: Sump pump will be purchased because of flooding at church. Suggested improvements from our insurance com-

pany include motion light between church and Penneyôs building, bulbs in Exit lights. 
 

Clerkôs Report 

Baptism of Carrie Blom on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd APPROVED. 

Jessica McCormick asks for use of Fellowship Hall on June 13 for a jewelry party, APPROVED. 
 

Old Business: 

S.M.U.C. Lock-In: It was question as to why there were restrictions on the group being in the sanctuary. After discussion, they 

will be allowed in the sanctuary if youth are not allowed to use the organ or piano, and will return in place anything moved. 
 

Committees to write reports on meeting our Strategic Goals are June-Stewardship, July-Mission, August-Christian Education, 

and September-Congregational Life. 
 

New Business 
Nancy Beetner, Carrie Blom, Scott Eibes, Kraig Lunsman, Deb Scott, Mark Scott and Kay West were APPROVED as new 

members of 1st Presbyterian. 
 

Meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Deb Kinney at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted 

Polly Rein, Clerk 
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Mars Hill Mission Tripé.by Alexis Coulter, photographer 
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Come to Church with a Can!...by Toddy Gorman 

We have contributed 461 items so far this year.  If only 25 

of us bring 1 can each week through December, we will 

meet our target of 1000 items before the year is over.  I 

know we can make it if we try!  Sadly, hunger doesnõt 

take a vacation just because school is out, and the need is 

great.  
  
Non- perishable Food  

 Soup 

 Canned Vegetables  

 Canned Fruits  

Macaroni and Cheese  

Peanut Butter 

 Tuna Fish 

 Meat (Spam, Corned Beef, Deviled Ham,  

 Vienna Sausages) 

 Dried or Canned Beans  

 Rice 

 Lentils  

 Pasta 

 Spaghetti Sauce 

 Hamburger Helper  

Miscellaneous Items  

 Toilet Paper  

 Paper Towels 

 Body Wash 

 Shampoo 
 

Thank you for your participation, and please keep the 

items listed above coming in each week.  Know that eve-

ry little thing we do in the name of Christ matters.  
 

Remember CCC ð Come to Church with a Can!! 








